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Unique in vastness 
of universe 


By (Late) Maulana Wahiduddin Khan 


If our gaze could encompass the entire universe, we 
would feel amazed and awed at the vastness of its ex- 
panse, and at the myriads of stars and asteroids which 
go hurtling through it at incredible speeds. All of these 
celestial bodies are either dry rocks or blazing stars 
with surface conditions which could never support 
life as we know it. The sole exception is our planet 
earth. God has created man inan environment which 
is unique in the entire universe. Is this not a sign that 
He intended man fora higher existence? The world in 
which God created man is not only an exceptional gift 
from the Almighty but is also a model for the heavenly 
world which he has fashioned for the spiritually elect, 
that is, for those who, fully conscious of, and filled 
with gratitude for God’s beneficence, have patterned 
their lives on the divine example he has set them. The 
paradise which He has planned for them, in being free 
of all negative factors, will be an everlasting manifes- 
tation of God’s own perfection. It is a world which 
will be inhabited by those who are untarnished by 
worldly considerations, giving off what they possess 
with no thought of reward. Heaven is for those who 
can sing the praises of their Lord even when He never 
assumes a material form. Paradise is for those who 
know how to derive their spiritual sustenance from 
the manifestations of their Lord all around them in 
nature. Such souls alone are fit to preach the word 
of God, taking their inspiration as they do from His 
silent message which is unceasingly relayed through- 
out the universe; the true preacher of His message 
has his mind and heart ever attuned to such divine 
communication. A true preacher must rise above the 
trivial issues of this mundane world if he is to convey 
the exalted message of his Lord. He must maintaina 
higher moral standard than his listeners. If he cannot 
do so, he is no longer in consonance with the divine 
pattern of God’s universe. 


